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Ready for Change

Do you RemembeR  when Chula Vista’s downtown was the place to eat, 

shop and meet with friends? Efforts are underway to re-create that excitement and en-

ergy not only downtown, but also in other areas in western Chula Vista earmarked for 

redevelopment.

Across the nation, cities use redevelopment to breathe new life into aging and declin-

ing neighborhoods. When Chula Vista’s leaders think of the future on the City’s west side,

click here to jump to Ready for Change, continued on page 4



StuDentS anD teaCheRS  at Harborside 
Elementary School are counting down the days until a new park 
opens next door. It will be a welcome change. For years, students 
have been staring at an empty tract of land on the other side of the 
school’s fence. When the new Harborside Park opens in December, 
the view will improve dramatically, and students will be able to take 
advantage of everything the park offers including a unique outdoor 
classroom, two basketball courts, two playgrounds, a skateboard 
area, a gazebo, picnic areas, multi-purpose field and restrooms. 

Construction on the five-acre site began in June. It’s the first time 
in 25 years that the City of Chula Vista has built a new park on the 
west side. Located along the north side of Oxford Street between 
Broadway and Industrial Boulevard, Harborside Park is the first 
public park with a master plan developed in-house by City staff in 
conjunction with neighborhood residents. At a series of community 
meetings, residents shared their ideas about the park’s design, and 
many of their suggestions were incorporated into the final plans. 

Harborside Park is funded by the City’s Western Chula Vista 

Infrastructure Financing Program, a multi-million dollar effort to im-
prove and increase the amount of parkland in the older communities 
west of Interstate 805. 

neighbors turn out for Park Groundbreaking

Setting the Record Straight
In its last edition, Spotlight reported that the name of one Chula Vista 
police officer killed in the line of duty was engraved in the new police 
memorial wall dedicated at police headquarters. In fact, two Chula 
Vista officers are honored on the wall. They are Clarence Henrichon and 
Robert Earl Cox, both of whom lost their lives in 1958.

ReaDy, Set, ReaD...  The City of Chula Vista will hire 
a design/build team this fall to develop the architectural plans for 
the new 32,000-square-foot Rancho del Rey Branch Library at East 
H and Paseo Ranchero.

 “This library will bring much desired services to residents who 
live in our eastern neighborhoods,” said Assistant Library Director 
Paula Brown. “It will include a collection of 140,000 books, DVDs and 
reference materials; a family corner for children’s programs; 50 pub-
lic use computers; and a large community room, café and Wi-Fi.” 

Construction is anticipated to begin by next summer on the $17.1 
million library, with the opening projected for the summer of 2007.

The City has been collecting Development Impact Fees (DIF) to 
pay for the cost. The library began actively planning for the new 
branch in 2001 when it unsuccessfully applied for three rounds of 
state grant funding that would have covered a significant amount of 
the costs and allowed construction of a larger branch. 

Design Starts for new Library



around town...
Road Construction Alerts

Chula Vista residents have a new source for information on up-
coming road closures and construction-related traffic delays. A Road 
Construction Alert feature is now 
available on the home page of the 
City’s web site, www.chulavista-
ca.gov. The page will be updated 
as work progresses on major thor-
oughfares like Olympic Parkway, 
the South Bay Freeway, East H 
Street, Main Street and Telegraph Canyon Road.

Simply click on the new “Road Info” icon shown here to access 
the latest information on construction alerts.

Constituent Services Manager
The mayor’s office is stepping up efforts to respond to calls 

and concerns from the public by appointing a full-time Constituent 
Services Manager. Zaneta Encarnacion will act as a liaison between 
Mayor Stephen C. Padilla’s office and the public. Mayor Padilla and 
the City Council have made public access to City Hall a priority, and 
as a result, calls from citizens have doubled. In this new position, 
Encarnacion will help citizens, on behalf of the Mayor, navigate their 
concerns through the appropriate city departments.

If you would like to contact Constituent Services, please call (619) 
691-5044 or e-mail: 2encarnacion@ci.chula-vista.ca.us.

Let’s Communicate
Can’t make it to City Hall to hear about the latest community proj-

ects? We can bring City Hall to you through the Speakers Bureau.
Councilmembers and key staff will come to your neighborhood 

to provide up-to-date information on the major issues and activities 
going on in the city.

Presentations can be given in neighborhood community rooms, 
schools, or any other gathering place that’s convenient to you and 
your neighbors. If you’d like to schedule a presentation, contact the 
Office of Communications at (619) 691-5296.

Signing Up for Safety
Are you prepared for an emergency in your community?
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training will give 

you the knowledge and tools you need to survive a disaster. 
This month Southwestern College, in partnership with the City, 

is offering free classes to teach Chula Vista residents how to help 
themselves and their neighbors during a catastrophic event.

Classes will be taught by Southwestern College instructors be-
ginning September 14. The program requires a total of 24 hours of 
training. Register by calling the college at (619) 482-6376. 

Free training is also available to groups of 35 people or more in 
their workplace or in their neighborhood. For more information, con-
tact Carlos Bejar, Emergency Services Manager for the City of Chula 
Vista, at (619) 476-2303 or cbejar@ci.chula-vista.ca.us.

New Look/Same Service
Did you know that Pacific Waste Services is one of an alliance 

of companies known as Allied Waste? Allied Waste Industries, Inc. 
is the second largest non-hazardous 
solid waste management company 
in the United States. 

In an effort to give all of Allied 
Waste’s many companies the same 
look and feel as their parent compa-
ny, the local companies are changing 
over to the bold and contemporary look of Allied Waste Services’ 
color and logo. Behind the new look and name is the same dedicated 
management, staff and drivers committed to the environment, the 
community and the citizens of Chula Vista. For more information, call 
(619) 421-9400.

Countdown Begins to Expressway 
Opening

A new name and logo are appearing around Chula Vista; the SR 
125 toll road is now the South Bay Expressway. Named for the area 
it will serve, the Expressway is seen as one of the most significant 
new transportation projects in more than a decade.

The unveiling of its bright blue 
and orange logo in July signaled 
the official start of the count-
down to the Expressway’s Grand 
Opening in Fall 2006. The 10-mile 
road from SR 54 to SR 905 will 
improve access to downtown San 
Diego, Sorrento Valley, I-8, I-15 

North, Otay Mesa and Mexico.
For construction updates and a 24-hour live time lapsed camera of 

the Otay River Bridge, visit www.southbayexpressway.com  
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they envision busy sidewalks, new parks, comfortable walking paths, 
loft living, affordable housing, smart shops and upscale restaurants. 
Redevelopment can make all of that happen. It’s a tool that allows 
cities to attract private investment in order to revitalize troubled 
streets and neighborhoods. 

“Downtown redevelopment is all about community benefit,” 
points out Mayor Stephen C. Padilla. “It’s about opening cafes 
instead of tattoo parlors. We want people to be proud of their neigh-
borhoods and their downtown. When we talk about redevelopment, 
we’re really talking about investing 
in parks, public amenities, jobs and 
housing.” 

This month, City Councilmembers 
will select a small group of renowned 
local and regional experts to help 
them oversee the redevelopment pro-
cess. They’re looking for the county’s 
most talented and creative profes-
sionals with expertise in a variety 
of fields—from architecture, real 
estate and environmental planning 
to business, engineering and educa-
tion. The experience they bring to the 
table, and the advice they give to the City Council will shape Chula 
Vista’s future.

Drawing from a list of candidates, the Mayor and City 
Councilmembers will choose the four most qualified profession-
als to join them as members of the newly formed Chula Vista 

Redevelopment Corporation (CVRC). The nine-member board will 
oversee redevelopment efforts in specially designated areas on the 
City’s west side. 

One of the City Council’s top priorities has been the revitaliza-
tion of western Chula Vista, particularly the Urban Core—an area 
that stretches beyond downtown between C and L Streets and 
Interstate 5 and Del Mar Avenue. The Urban Core is in need of new 
parks, walking areas and well-designed streetscapes. The only way 
to fund those improvements is to encourage residential and com-
mercial development. 

In 2003, redevelopment pumped almost $32 billion into 
California’s economy. Over the years, 
it’s become the second largest source 
of funds (after the federal government) 
for affordable housing.

Cities use redevelopment to not 
only revive deteriorating business dis-
tricts and downtowns, but to clean up 
contaminated property and improve 
streets, lighting and sewers. When 
older areas are transformed into dy-
namic neighborhoods, the crime rate 
plummets.

Some of the most qualified and 
successful investors in the region are 

excited about the potential for new development in western Chula 
Vista. They’re impressed that city leaders have followed through 
with their promise to form a non-profit corporation committed to re-
vitalization. And they’re standing by, prepared to explore the many 
opportunities Chula Vista offers.  

athlete Wins again

In fRont of a television au-
dience of millions of viewers, Paralympian 
Marlon Shirley recently accepted his sec-
ond prestigious ESPy (Excellence in Sports 
Performance yearly) award. Shirley, who 
trains at the U.S. Olympic Training Center 
in Chula Vista, appeared on ESPN to claim 
the 2005 award for Best Male Athlete 
with a Disability. He was singled out for 
the same award two years ago.

The ESPy Awards are held annually to honor athletes from all 
sports and to recognize the best performances, most memorable mo-
ments, and greatest acts of courage on the playing field.

Shirley, an amputee, won three track and 
field medals in last year’s Paralympic Games 
in Athens—gold in the 100 meter; silver in the 
200 meter; and bronze in the Long Jump. The 
Paralympic Games are an elite sporting event for 
athletes with physical disabilities. They are the 
second largest organized sporting event in the 
world, second only to the Olympic Games. The 
Paralympic Games are held two weeks after the 

Olympics and take place in the same city and in the same venues.
“It’s an honor to win the award, and it’s even more special to me 

because it was voted on by the people,” Shirley said. “I really appre-
ciate everyone’s support and everyone voting for me.” 

Ready for Change
continued from front page



Taste of Third and Art Walk: Self-guided walking tour 
of downtown Chula Vista restaurants with taste samples, lo-
cal artists and live music from 5 to 8 p.m. on Sept. 22. For ticket 
information and further details, please call the Downtown 
Business Association at (619) 422-1982.

Wine Taste Chula Vista: The Third Annual 
Wine Taste Chula Vista will be presented by the 
Chula Vista Rotary Foundation at The Auld Course on 
Oct. 1 from 5 to 8 p.m. Don’t miss the festivities includ-
ing wine and food tastings, a silent auction, a car display 
and live music and dancing! Tickets are $30 in advance and 
$35 at the door. Tickets may be purchased online at www.wine-
tastechulavista.com or by calling (619) 409-8847. Participants 
must be 21 years or older to attend. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Chula Vista Nature Center and other charities. 

Arturo Barrios Invitational: Competitive and recre-
ational runners compete 
along 5k and 10k scenic 
courses at the Chula Vista 
Marina waterfront featuring 
live bands, spirit teams and 
a Sports Expo. Be a part of 
the action on Oct. 24 at 7:30 
a.m. Please call Elite Racing 
at (858) 450-6510 for further 
information. 

fun this fall Bonitafest: Annual festival features a two-hour parade 
with marching bands, crafts, games, and food booths on Sept. 24. 
Join the fun on Bonita Road between Otay Lakes and Willow from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sponsored by Bonita Business and Professional 
Association (619) 472-0033. 

Beautify Chula Vista Day: Volunteer to beautify our 
city on Saturday, Nov. 5! Participants will be teamed up to paint 
out graffiti, pick 
up litter and 
clean up Chula 
Vista. The event 
kicks off at 
Vista Square 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School, located 
on 540 G Street, 
from 8 to 9 a.m. 
Volunteers will 
complete reg-
istration, meet 
their team lead-
er, attend an opening ceremony and be directed to designated 
clean-up sites around the city. All participants will receive a free 
commemorative t-shirt and refreshments. Volunteers must pro-
vide their own transportation. Pre-registration is required. Please 
call (619) 691-5187 by Oct. 21 to pre-register and watch the City’s 
website for further details.

For more information about events taking place in Chula Vista 
throughout the year, call the City’s special events hotline at (619) 
585-5682; or visit the “Events and Attractions” page on the City’s 
Web site at www.chulavistaca.gov. 

the CIt y of ChuL a VISta’S  Healthy Lifestyles 
initiative presents a fun-filled fall with four fabulous fitness 
events you won’t want to miss! 
• September 17 Come celebrate ten years of gold, silver and 
bronze. The U.S. Olympic Training Center’s 10-year Anniversary 
Celebration will feature an open house, Olympians on site, sports 
demonstrations, exhibitions, interactive events, and more fun 
than a decathlon. 
• October 23 On your mark, get set, and go to the 17th Annual 
Arturo Barrios Invitational/Fiesta By The Bay. This heart-healthy 

healthy Lifestyles event, features a 10k People’s 
Race, a 5k People’s Race and 
Walk, and Fiesta kids 1 Mile and 
Half-Mile Runs. Bring the whole 
family for a great day of racing and 
exercise at the beautiful Chula Vista Marina.
• October (no date set at this time) Hey kids, got happy feet? 
Then join Heritage Elementary School for Walk to School Day. 
Currently, Heritage offers the Walking School Bus program, a 
safe, fun way for kids to get to and from school on foot. Each 
“bus” has two adult supervisors and 5 -10 children who are picked 
up and dropped off at designated locations. 

For more information on events and the Healthy Lifestyles ini-
tiative, visit the city’s website at www.chulavistaca.gov. 



The Chula Vista Spotlight newsletter is published five 
times per year and is distributed as a public service to 
residents and businesses by the City of Chula Vista. 
Copies are also available at various locations around 
the city. Send comments or inquiries to the Office of 
Communications, City of Chula Vista, 276 Fourth Avenue, 
Chula Vista, CA 91910. The city’s Web page address is  

w w w . c h u l a v i s t a c a . g o v

City Council Stephen C. Padilla, Mayor
 Patty Davis
 John McCann
 Jerry R. Rindone
 Steve Castaneda
City manager David D. Rowlands, Jr.

It’s a Wrap!

ChuL a VISta

S P o t L I G h t

a SoaRInG 
eaGLe  and a swim-
ming sea turtle—on 
wheels!

Animals come to 
life on the Chula Vista 
Nature Center’s new 
one-of-a-kind environ-
mental-friendly bus. 
The latest addition to 
the City’s transit fleet 
runs on compressed 
natural gas (CNG), and 
it’s “wrapped” in a colorful, larger than life-sized plants and ani-
mals design.

The bus replaces the aging trolleys that regularly carry visitors 
from the parking lot just beyond the Sweetwater Wildlife Refuge 
to the front door of the Nature Center. 

An egret, an eagle and shorebirds are featured on the “land” 
side of the bus while the other “sea” side captures a variety of 
creatures that live in our bay including sharks, rays and turtles. 
When the Sea Turtle exhibit is completed later this year, all of the 
animals depicted on the bus will be seen at the Nature Center.

“Our visitors will be treated to the City’s first themed bus 
wrapped in images of birds, fishes and the natural sights of 
the Sweetwater Marsh,” noted Nature Center Director Dan 
Beintema.

The new natural gas bus travels through sensitive uplands 
and wetlands to reach the Nature Center. According to Beintema, 
natural gas sends the right message. “This bus will really comple-
ment our education efforts because of its clean-burning fuel and 
quiet ride.”

kim Schanz, the City’s Graphic Designer designed the “wrap.” 
 “This is the biggest, most complex challenge of my profes-

sional career,” said Schanz. “I wanted continuous movement in 
the design so it transitioned around the bus.” 

Windows, doors, wheels and panels on the bus presented ob-
stacles to the design that called for some ingenuity and a lot of 
hard work.

“kim has captured the essence of the fun, tranquility and won-
der of nature at our center,” marveled Beintema. 


